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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Next Step in Democracy. By W. S. Sellers. New York : The Mac- 
millan Company. $1.50. 

The initial chapter of this book is entitled "The Spirit of 
Modern Socialism," and the final one "Can we Universalize De- 
mocracy?" Thus socialism is to be the next stept in democracy 
and democracy is socialism. This suggests strongly a march in 
a circle, although the author carefully lays down as his major 
premise that socialism is a "movement." According to Mr. 
Sellars, then, socialism is, in a word, equality (pp. 16, 214, 219, 
246). Those that have shall give up to those that have not ; 
the skilful shall step only with the clumsy. Parents shall not 
produce a child with better equipment than another. "Socialism 
is essentially a daring challenge to the dominant notions of 
justice characteristic of present-day society." No need to add 
that "the socialist absolutely refuses to be the timid sycophant 
of things as they are." 

"Private profit" is roundly abused, evidently under the 
erroneous impression that it is gained at the expense of some 
individual or of some group of human beings ; whereas, in fact, 
profit is the measure of achievement in skill, self-restraint, and 
wisdom, and it is drawn not out of one's neighbor, but from the 
resources of the earth, from the sun, and through the prevention 
of waste. 

Another erroneous statement should be corrected. "Legal 
justice," our author declares, "is not interested in the individual, 
but in the maintenance of order" (p. 167). As a matter of fact 
it is only before the law that men are equal and only through 
the order thereby gained come the equality and the freedom 
which they enjoy. Of course, however, if the socialist directs 
his attack against some institution, such as property, he will find 
grievous faults with the society that protects the object of his 
dislike. 

The frequent recurrence of loose statements in the book calls 
for protest. For example: "Whatever breaks down national 
barriers and habits prevents isolation and quickens the social 
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pulse"; "machinery is more stimulating to the mind than the 
hoe or hand looms." To support such a view he cites the 
example of the Roman Empire which ended in isolation and 
stagnation, giving place to feudalism, which was eminently based 
on inequality. On the other hand, the difference between the 
hand loom and the power loom is largely one of quantity not of 
quality. But how equality can lead to anything else than in- 
action and stagnation the author does not make clear. 

On the concluding page the author pleads for a wide and 
inconspicuous charity. No objection can be raised to this for 
the individual ; the evil of it appears when it becomes universal 
or compulsory. Hubert H. S. Aimes. 



Filibusters and Financiers : The Story of William Walker and 
His Associates. By William O. Scroggs. New York : The Macmillan 
Company. 1916. Pp. 408. $2.50. 

This book is entertainingly written and is a contribution of 
value to the knowledge of our relations with Latin America 
about the middle of the last century. But the chief interest of 
Professor Scroggs's story lies in the fact that he has caught and 
reproduced the Westward-Ho spirit of the forties and fifties. 
He shows that the filibuster of those days was more than a 
buccaneer : he was also a missionary of civilization, a pioneer of 
that "manifest destiny" in which so many of our forefathers 
believed. 

Filibustering was partly that conflict, common to all periods 
of history, between a superior or more energetic people and 
an inferior or less energetic one. "From the point of view of 
the American aborigine even the Pilgrims and Puritans were 
filibusters." In the light of this larger synthesis, and backed up 
by a thorough study of the services, Professor Scroggs interprets 
anew the career of William Walker, the greatest of the filibusters. 
He shows that Walker, in attempting to swing himself up to the 
dictatorship in Nicaragua, utterly repudiated any idea of an- 
nexation of his conquests to the United States. Walker cannot 
therefore be regarded as a mere propagandist of slavery ex- 
tension. S. L. Ware. 



